
 

2025 Vintners Golf & Social Club’s Newsletter #11 

 Sixty-four players tried their luck in VGSC Event #11 in a two-person net 
alternate shot format.  This format could split up a marriage, ruin a friendship or even 
divide a sibling connection.  Golf is hard enough and when you play as a two-person 
team alternating shots it can turn dark.  There is no formula to master this format but 
not apologizing and not blaming are the first two things you need to avoid.  The next 
step is to get off to a good start with a lucky shot or two made by each player. After that 
not having a big number on the card is all I got.  There always are teams that make it 
through the storm and somehow gather momentum to keep whatever relationship 
they started with intact.  In any case, I love this format because it makes golf a team 
sport. 

 In first place in the first flight, Bernie Zipp and Randy Gourley had three birdies 
as a team and shot a 69 for net 60.  These two have played a lot of good golf together 
and nothing really gets in the way of their relationship.  Although they started and 
finished with a bogey their middle sixteens holes they played under par.  Matt Kelly 
and Joe Wellings shot a 74 for net 64 which got them second place in the first flight.  
They started off with a double bogey (not using my formula), but birdied hole number 
five and made a lot of pars on the last twelve holes.  This finish helped them move up 
the point list putting them in position to make the top sixteen in points with a good 
tournament finale.  In a three-way tie for third place in the first flight at net 65 were the 
teams of Wright/Wilson, Ruddick/Austen and Cozzitorto/Rossi.  David and Shane 
double bogeyed the par five twice, but pretty much played flawless golf the rest of the 
way shooting a natural 73.  This finish helped David secure his position in the POY final 
four no matter what the make-up rounds do.  He owes Shane a big Thank You and 
drink.  Bruce and Luke also shot a natural 73 and these two have never had an 
argument and never will.  Great Playing!  Lucas and Christina birdied their first hole 
and played well the rest of the way enroute to a 75.  Lucas will be in the final four 
looking for his first VGSC Player of the Year crown. 

 In first place in the second flight, Una and Annette Bailey used some sister 
power to shoot an 85 for net 60.  If there is any secret to an alternate shot format it is 
having a history and familiarity of counting on and supporting each other from day one.  
These two sisters get along with each other very well and have proven to be one of the 
hardest Tuesday Night league teams to beat.  In second place in the second flight was 
the team of Jastrow/Turner who shot an 82 for net 62.  Their 45 on the front was in line 
with their 20 handicaps, but a 37 on the back nine with two natural birdies must have 



been an unreal run.  In third place in the second flight was team of Dinkle/Valenzuela 
who shot 74 for net 64.  These two started out with two double bogies on their first 
three holes but then rallied to par the next thirteen out of fifteen holes.  There is 
absolutely nothing that fazes these two except maybe an early morning wake up for 
our influence Tom Dinkle.  In fourth place at net 65 was the team of Randol/Coleman 
who shot a natural 76.  This father-in-law and son-in-law team were nine over on their 
first twelve holes but played the last six holes one-under par.  It was great to see them 
out on the course with their little guy. 

 Our last event of the year will be on the first weekend in December and will be 
an individual low net format.  The top sixteen on our point list, which determines the 
match play brackets in the VGSC Net Match Play Championships, will be finalized.  
The top four in points after VGSC Event #11 will determine the final four players that 
will be grouped in VGSC Event #12.  The low net score in that group will determine the 
2025 VGSC Player of the Year.  Right now Lucas Cozzitorto and David Wright have 
cemented their positions in this group.  Dan Sakai and David Cervone will sweat out 
the make up rounds of Tim Choyce, Ricky Wondergem and Abner Wyman who still 
have a chance to catch them.  The make-up rounds must be finished by this Sunday.  
Good luck and thanks for all the fun.            

 

 


