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Sixty-four players participated in the NCGA Zone qualifier on the first two
weekends in September. It did not seem to matter which weekend you played as the
weather and conditions were very similar. The low gross qualifier with 59 was the
team of Lucas Cozzitorto and Jay Bakker. The second low gross team score with 63
was Jayge Cambell and Alejandro Mantilla. In the wide-open net division four teams
tied with net 58’s. To break the tie and find the other team that qualifies there will be a
nine-hole playoff between the teams of Oja/Nichols, Parkinson/Dinkle, Cato/Lorings
and Ruddick/Austen. This was the ninth point event of the year, which means it is the
witching hour where the final four for Player of the Year will be determined after week
eleven and the top sixteen in points after week twelve will be determined. As usual,
there are a lot of players bunched up and every point ends up being important. Our
traditional double point event on the last event of the year will give more players a
chance to come in the top sixteen in points thus qualifying them VGSC Net Match Play
Championship.

In first place in the first flight was the team of Cozzitorto/Bakker with net 57.
Lucas made six birdies and Jay had two birdies and a natural eagle on hole fourteen to
cap off one of the best team gross rounds we have seen in these qualifiers. It is hard to
compete in the net division with a plus two handicap and a two handicap, but Jay
parred his two stroke holes and the two holes Luke was giving up strokes. In a tie for
second place in the first flight with net 58’s were the teams of Ruddick/Austen and
Dinkle/Parkinson. Bruce started the day with a screaming migraine, but he showed up
for his teammate like never before shooting a gross 74. The Dinkel came out on fire
birdying the first two par threes and shooting gross 76, while Parky filled in the blanks
shooting a gross 78. Both these teams are looking forward to what should be a very
exciting playoff. In fourth place in the first flight was the team of Waller/Bevin
shooting a net 59. Steve had a 36 on his backside that included a birdie for eagle on
hole number sixteen, while Bevin shot a very impressive 74. Looking back on their
card holes nine and eighteen cost them a spot in the playoff. Great playing anyway.

In first place in the second flight was the father-son team of Dale and Dylan
Snider with net 55’s. This was their first VGSC event and Dale came out hot, firing a 38
on his front side. Dylan made four natural birdies en route to a gross 71, while hitting
drives over three hundred yards all day long. In a second-place tie in the second flight
were the teams of Oja/Nichols and Cato/Lorings with net 58’s. Steve led his team
after an early net double for the team on hole number three, which will usually derail a



qualifying run. Nichols par for birdie on the last two of three holes was clutch to finish
the round. Jared had five pars for birdie one being on the last hole, while his partner
Jason had two birdies for eagles and two pars for birdies of his own. These two teams
are pumped for the playoff and chance of going to Monterey. In a three-way tie for
fourth place were the teams of Brandt/Williams, Bitther/Eastman and Hill/Payne with
net 59’s. These three teams will be looking at the one stroke that got away costing
them a spot in the playoff. Brandt/Williams will look at their par five play, while
Bittner/Eastman and Hill/Payne will look at their very last hole. But these teams did
make some scratch and were in it down the stretch.

Our next VGSC Event will be on the first weekend in October and will be an
individual low net event.....with one caveat. You get to pick six red, six white and six
blue tees to play from throughout the round and does not have to be in order. Our
ladies will pick 9 red and 9 whites and will have six strokes added to their VGSC
handicap. If your schedule is full remember you can play up to a week before or after
the tournament weekend.



